2023-2024 BSP#3 Group Time Discussion

(A) BEFEFSERAYEE H Questions for Studying and Understanding (10 minutes)
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Why do the seven letters end with special encouragement for “the victor?
Why not encourage other good values such as holiness, charity, etc.?

a. The Book of Revelation particularly highlights that from ancient
times to the present, God’s chosen people are engaged in a cosmic
battle between good and evil. It is important to win and defeat evil.

b. Heavenly Father is a stingy person who “can not lose”!

c. Those who persist in goodness and trust in God will still be
“victorious” even if they are persecuted or even killed.

d. The book of Revelation especially praises the truly “victorious”
people, including Jesus (5:5) and the martyrs (12:11), who are all
people Christians should follow.

e. The Book of Revelation teaches people that in dealing with
everything, they must settle on winning or losing.
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In 3:10, Jesus is promising to preserve his faithful in Philadelphia in the
midst of a trial that is about to arrive for everyone. Some Christians



interpret this text as a promise that God’s faithful will not face “the great

tribulation” and will therefore be “raptured” before it arrives. We disagree

because:

a. There is no mention of “rapture here” (see 1 Thes 4:17).

b. The church of Philadelphia has already endured a great deal of
tribulation.

c. The Greek wording of the promise to preserve or keep safe suggests an
imminent event (not in the distant future of the end of the world).

d. Given the merits of the church of Philadelphia as descripted in this
text, they are simply unworthy.

e. According to 3:12, their reward is to become “a pillar in the temple of
my God”, not the rapture.

(B) Bz EAIFERTREH - Reflection and application question (15 minutes)
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Are you one of those modern day Nicolaitans? The Nicolaitan teaching that the Lord detests
in 2:14-15 can be found whenever Christian teachers compromise the gospel, relieving the
tension between God’s word and the idolatry of the surrounding culture. It may be found in
those who approve the pursuit of wealth or who justify luxurious lifestyles without insisting
on commensurate sharing with the needy, contrary to Jesus’ teaching. Likewise, it may be
found in those who allow sexual relations apart from God’s unitive and procreative intention

in marriage, including those who say that premarital sex or homosexual acts are acceptable.
(Source: CCSS p.76.)



